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Dear Parents, 
 
We have had another exciting week with all of Year 2 going out to visit St Thomas’ Church. The 
children had a wonderful time learning all about our Parish Church and the meaning and 
significance of all that can be found there, with many of the adults learning new things as well. 
The children were particularly fortunate to see the new statue of Saint Joseph which only arrived 
at St Thomas’ this week.  
 
Class Worship Well done to Y2S for a super Class Worship this week. They illustrated the 
importance of our value SHARING. The children were so confident in their speaking and their 
acting. As always, I am very proud of the children as are Mrs Simmons, Mrs Wilkinson, Miss 
McGovern and Mrs Perks. Well done everyone! 
 

Children in Need 2021 The school was certainly a very bright and 
sparkly place to be today. The children and staff all look fantastic. The 
children took part in their various sponsored activities with 
enthusiasm, be that fitness exercises in Reception, dancing away in 
Year 1 or tackling some tricky spellings in Year 2. Please send any 
sponsorship money raised into school by Friday 26th November so that 
we can share the grand total with you. All monies raised will be split 

between Children in Need and the Guide Dogs for the Blind. Year 1 were visited by the Guide Dogs 
for the Blind earlier this term and their role made quite an impression on our children. We are 
hoping to be visited by a puppy in training later this academic year – I am not sure who is going to 
be more excited – the children or the adults! 
 
School Garden My thanks go to Mrs Ware (William, Y1P) who has been busy in our school garden 
several times this week – what a difference. My thanks go to Mrs Shand (Frankie, Y1P) who has 
volunteered to join Mrs Ware. Next week they will be planting bulbs. If anyone would like to donate 
some bulbs, we would be delighted to receive them.   
 
Nativity Plays Last week’s hushed conversations have become louder … setting up the stage, 
casting meetings and starting to learn song words have all either been discussed or started! Thank 
you to Mrs Lamb (Will, Y2C and Rosie, Y2S) who has very kindly volunteered to help with the 
backdrop for the play – is there anyone out there who thinks they can help? Perhaps now you have 
had a chance to think about it, you might consider volunteering to help with the costumes – it is 
not just Year 2 that need costumes – it is the whole school! 
 
Performances of our Nativity Plays Your children will be bringing home a letter today – both KS1 
and Reception. Please read the letters carefully. We do hope that performances with audiences will 
go ahead, but this cannot be guaranteed and will be subject to change at very short notice. As you 
will have seen in the news, the number of COVID cases in young children is increasing and this will 
form part of our risk assessment and decision making together with guidance from the Local 
Authority and the Government. As I said last week, audience numbers for each performance will 
be strictly limited. Everyone attending a performance will be asked to take an LFT test prior to 
coming into the school building and to bring and wear a face covering for the performance. It is 
critical that we all work together to continue to keep our school family as safe as possible, 
especially as we approach Christmas. Every single one of us will no doubt have hopes and dreams 
for this Christmas – let’s work together to do our part towards this. 

Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 19th November 
Y2C  Phoebe Smith  Y2S  Freya Rourke 
Y21B –Y2 Bailey Francis  Y1  Edward Taran 
Y1P  Ellie Carr   Y1CA  Kai Walker 
RBixby Lucy Huntingford  RBeales Justin Singh Ghotra 
RNT  Talha Kamal 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y1P with 96.7%. 
 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Matthew’s with 99.8%. 
Well done to Y2S who were all on time all week, with 100% punctuality. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 1 of our menu next week, with pasta (tomato and pepperoni / 
tomato and basil) on Monday. 
 
Think of a Question is a family challenge! Thank you for all the 
fantastic questions sent into school this week. We have received 
so many questions, including: 
 

‘Is that a Daddy and a boy looking at the stars?’ Lucy, RBixby 
‘Is it snowing?’ Niamh, RNT 

‘Are they making wishes?’ Luke, RNT 
‘What is that brightest star called?  How far is the star from us?’ 

Rianna, Y1CA 
‘Are you looking at the brightest star? Whose shoulders are you 

on?’ William, RBixby 
 ‘I wonder what stars they are looking at? The stars are very 

golden.’ Max, RNT 
 
If you have not yet sent in your question, please use one of the 
speech bubbles which have already been sent home. 
 
COVID We continue to be thankful to the families who are participating in the community COVID 
testing, and to those families who have swiftly reacted to COVID symptoms and been for PCR tests. 
These actions are extremely supportive of the well-being of the wider school community. Please 
remember that the symptoms are a new consistent cough, a high temperature and / or a loss or 
change to your sense of smell or taste. If you or your children have any of these symptoms, please 
ensure that you have a PCR test. 
 
Parent Helpers Thank you to those parents who have already come to the School Office to indicate 
that they would like to be a Parent Helper. We really do need you! You are a vital part of our work 
and it is a genuine joy to be able to have you in school once more. As with all other visits to school, 
our parent helpers will be expected to take a lateral flow test prior to coming into school. 
 
As I said last week, parent helpers in school are greatly valued and highly sought after by the 
teachers. All helpers in school need a valid DBS certificate. If you have previously been a parent 
helper and / or already subscribe to the DBS update services – please pop by the School Office with 
your DBS number and we can complete the necessary checks. If you would like to be a new parent 
helper and have not previously subscribed to the update service, pop by the School Office and you 
will be guided as to the next steps so that a DBS check can be completed. Please come and join us 
– it really is a rewarding experience. 
 
Easy Fundraising You should have all received a ParentHub message earlier today about this great 
and very easy way of raising funds for our school. All you need to do is click on the link and add 
a few details and it can be downloaded as an app. Imagine if we all used this when placing our 
Christmas orders! We are hoping to purchase a second class set of iPads – please help us on our 
way – every penny counts! 
 
Sports Bag Mr Beales has re-kindled one of our school awards today. Each week two members of 
each class will each be bringing home one of their class ‘Sports Bags’. Each bag contains some fun 



sports equipment to explore at home. The bags are awarded to two children in the class who show 
kindness, sportsmanship, perseverance and team building skills during the week. The bags will be 
given out on a Friday and need to be returned on a Thursday ready for the next family to enjoy. 
Have fun and enjoy! 
 
Home-Start Essex Now more than ever we are increasingly aware of the world around us and how 
we have a responsibility to think not just about ourselves but all people in need – be that through 
our actions, our prayers or our personal choices. This year we are again going to support Home-
Start Essex as our Christmas charity project. Home-Start Essex is a family support charity which 
works across Essex. Their work includes a long-established volunteer home visiting service offering 
emotional and practical help to families. So, we are asking for donations of Christmas sweets, 
chocolates and biscuits so that goody boxes can be made up to give to the families that Home-Start 
support. Please send your donations into school by Monday 6th December. 
 
Amazingly we are only one week away from the start of Advent! This Sunday is the Feast of Christ 
the King and we have already started to prepare for this important feast. Sunday is also often 
known as ‘Stir-up Sunday’ because traditionally this was the day on which the Christmas Pudding 
was made in order for it to have time to mature before Christmas Day! Time to do some baking in 
the L’Estrange house! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


